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IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend claims 10, 17, and 23 

ClaVns 1-9 (Canceled) 

10. (Currently amended) A method of adapting asset delivery wit! in a heterogeneous 
multimecUa video-on-demand distribution system having service p jvider equipment and 
at least one set top terminal, comprising the steps of: 

determining at the service provider equipment, for each se! top terminal (STT) 
requesting a^ession for video content in the multimedia video-on Jemand distribution 
system, a capability level of said STT and a capability level of the iistribution network; 

selecting\from a plurality of available video content and na < igational assets 
asset versions stored on said service provider equipment, one of aid versions of video 
content and navigational assets appropriate to said capability lev* of said STT; and 

providing , viaAat least one of a plurality of transmission cha inels. said selected 
video content and navigational assets in response to STT communications indicative of 
a need for said video content and assets, said navigational asset • comprise video 
information, graphics infolmnation, and control information, and whjrein said STT ts 
being configured to selectively tune, downconvert, and depacketi: :^ said video content 
and assets received via saidyansmission channels . 

11. (Previously Presented) TToe method of claim 10, wherein s: id capability level is 
defined in terms of at least one ofSa graphics processing capabilit a command 
processing capability, a video processing capability, an audio pro essing capability and 
a bandwidth capability. \ 

12. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 10, wherein si id assets are stored 
in an asset data base, each of said storeckassets being associate > I with at least one 
STT capability level. \ 
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13. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 12, wherein sj d step of selecting 
comprises the step of selecting, from said asset data base, an as? at having associated 
with it the capability level of the STT requiring said asset. 




14. (canceled) 



15. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 10, wherein ai i initial navigation 
asset provided to a sehtop terminal comprises associated control information, said 
control information being indicative of related navigation assets w hin said asset data 
base having associated with them a capability level of said STT n oeiving said initial 
navigation asset \ 

16. (Previously Presentecti The method of claim 15 wherein said navigation assets 
comprise applets including said video information, graphic information and control 
information, said applets beingWovided to a set top terminal in re uponse to user 
interaction with control infoirnatfon at said set top terminal indicate e of a need for said 
stored applets. \ 

17. (Currently amended) In an interactive multimedia video-on- iemand distribution 
system including video-on-demand provider equipment coupled t.: subscriber 
equipment via a communications netwdfk, a method for adapting | provided information 
to a set top terminal (STT) comprising thte steps of: 

storing a plurality of versions_of multimedia video-on-dems nd (VOD) information 
at the provider equipmen t said versions of VOD information corresponding to differing 
capability levels associated with various types of STTs ; 

determining at the service provider equipment, during a vi( so-on-demand 
session initiation, a capability level of said STTXsaid determinatic i being made by 
comparing STT configuration information to a data base of STT c : pability information; 

providing, to said STT in response to an STT request for ir ormation via at least 
one of a plurality of transmission channels , information comprisin t navigator assets 
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adapted to said determined capability level of said STT. wherein 5 \ lid STT selectively 
tunes, downconverts, and depacketizes said navigation assets rej : sived via said 
transmission channels ; and 

each of said set top terminals having a common video infoi i nation processing 
architecture, one oXa plurality of control architectures, and one of ; i plurality of graphics 
processing architectures, wherein said navigator assets are optimised to each of the 
possible STT capability levels to provide a plurality of respective r ivigator assets, each 
of said respective navigator assets having associated with it a res : ective STT capability 
level. 



1 8. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 17 wherein ss 1 3 provided 
information is optimized, eitnf r in real time or before storage, to e : ch of the possible 
STT capability levels. 

19. . (Canceled) 

20. (Previously Presented) The iWthod of claim 17, wherein s : iid determined 
capability level of said STT is defined^ terms of at least one of a jraphics processing 
capability, a command processing capability, a video processing capability, an audio 
processing capability, and a bandwidth capability. 

21 . (Previously Presented) The methodW claim 17 wherein ss d navigation assets 
include video information, graphics information and control infornr:; ition, said navigation 
assets being provided by said information provider in response tc requests from 
subscriber equipment. 



22. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 21 wherein s< d navigation assets 
comprise applets, and said requests comprise lea^ls to said apple s stored within said 
control information of said assets. 
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23. (Currently amended) In a multimedia video-on-demand distribution system 
Including information provider equipment and information subscriber equipment, said 
information subscriber equipment comprising a plurality of set top Isrminals (STTs), 
each of said STTs providing at least a minimum level of graphics processing capability 
and a minimum level irf image processing capability, information \ ovider apparatus 

comprising: \ 

a session controller associated with the provider equipmen ' for interacting with 
each STT in the multimedia video-on-demand distribution system lo responsively 
provide , via at least one oka plurality of transmission channels, at east content streams 
from one of a plurality of versions of content stored at said provid* ■ - equipment said 
stored versions correspond iirti to differing capability levels associated with said STTs , 
said provided content streamAbeing adapted to a video processir j capability of said 
STT requesting said provided cbntent stream, said session contrc ler storing, within a 
data base, information indicative^ the video processing capabilit , of said STT, and 
wherein said STT is configured to ^selectivelv tune, downconvert, ;:nd depacketize said 
content streams received via said transmission channels . 

24. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 23 wherein said session controller 
causes graphic assets to be provided to said STTs, said provided graphic assets being 
adapted to said graphics processing capabilities of said STTs, inf * rmation indicative of 
said graphics processing capabilities of said STTs being stored ir said data base. 

25. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 23, whereir each of said STTs 
has associated with it control capability, said session controller pi i>viding control related 
assets to said STT in accordance with said control capability of s i id STT, information 
indicative of a level of control capability associated with each ST being stored in said 
data base. \ 

26. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of clam 23, whereii i each of said STTs 
has associated with it one of a plurality of predefined control cap? Cities and predefined 
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ipabilities, saic 



graphics processing capabilities, said session controller providing : antral related assets 
and graphic assets to eacHySTT in accordance with the control capability and graphics 
capability of said STT. 

27. (Previously Presented) Yhe apparatus of claim 26 r wherein said assets comprise 
navigation assets including videfo information, graphics information and control 
information. 

28. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 27 r wherein an initial navigation 
asset provided to a STT comprises control information indicative ( : related navigation 
assets within said asset data base hawig associated with them a capability level of said 
STT receiving said initial navigation asset. 

29. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 28 wherein raid navigation assets 
comprise applets including said video infornration, graphic inform; i:ion and control 
information, said applets being stored on saidWormation provide equipment and being 
provided to said STT in response to user interaction with control I formation at said STT 
indicative of a need for said stored applets. 
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